Surname and DNA Match Report: MERARI and LEVI
M620 MERRICK -COHEN Relationship in DNA and proposed lineage of Hebrew Tribes.
Biblical References:
Gen_46:11 And the sons of Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.
Exo_6:16 And these are the names of the sons of Levi according to their generations; Gershon, and
Kohath, and Merari: and the years of the life of Levi were an hundred thirty and seven years.
Exo_6:19 And the sons of Merari; Mahali and Mushi: these are the families of Levi according to their
generations.
Num_3:17 And these were the sons of Levi by their names; Gershon, and Kohath, and Merari.
Num_3:20 And the sons of Merari by their families; Mahli, and Mushi. These are the families of the
Levites according to the house of their fathers.
Num_3:33 Of Merari was the family of the Mahlites, and the family of the Mushites: these are the
families of Merari.
Num_3:35 And the chief of the house of the father of the families of Merari was Zuriel the son of
Abihail: these shall pitch on the side of the tabernacle northward.
Num_3:36 And under the custody and charge of the sons of Merari shall be the boards of the
tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the pillars thereof, and the sockets thereof, and all the vessels
thereof, and all that serveth thereto,
Num_4:29 As for the sons of Merari, thou shalt number them after their families, by the house of
their fathers;
Num_4:33 This is the service of the families of the sons of Merari, according to all their service, in the
tabernacle of the congregation, under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.
Num_4:42 And those that were numbered of the families of the sons of Merari, throughout their
families, by the house of their fathers,
Num_4:45 These be those that were numbered of the families of the sons of Merari, whom Moses and
Aaron numbered according to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses.
Num_7:8 And four wagons and eight oxen he gave unto the sons of Merari, according unto their
service, under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.
Num_10:17 And the tabernacle was taken down; and the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari set
forward, bearing the tabernacle.
Num_26:57 And these are they that were numbered of the Levites after their families: of Gershon, the
family of the Gershonites: of Kohath, the family of the Kohathites: of Merari, the family of the
Merarites.
Jos_21:7 The children of Merari by their families had out of the tribe of Reuben, and out of the tribe
of Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities.
Jos_21:34 And unto the families of the children of Merari, the rest of the Levites, out of the tribe of
Zebulun, Jokneam with her suburbs, and Kartah with her suburbs,
Jos_21:40 So all the cities for the children of Merari by their families, which were remaining of the
families of the Levites, were by their lot twelve cities.
1Ch_6:1 The sons of Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.
Ch_6:16 The sons of Levi; Gershom, Kohath, and Merari.

1Ch_6:19 The sons of Merari; Mahli, and Mushi. And these are the families of the Levites according to
their fathers.
1Ch_6:29 The sons of Merari; Mahli, Libni his son, Shimei his son, Uzza his son,
1Ch_6:44 And their brethren the sons of Merari stood on the left hand: Ethan the son of Kishi, the son
of Abdi, the son of Malluch,
1Ch_6:47 The son of Mahli, the son of Mushi, the son of Merari, the son of Levi.
1Ch_6:63 Unto the sons of Merari were given by lot, throughout their families, out of the tribe of
Reuben, and out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities.
1Ch_6:77 Unto the rest of the children of Merari were given out of the tribe of Zebulun, Rimmon with
her suburbs, Tabor with her suburbs:
1Ch_9:14 And of the Levites; Shemaiah the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah,
of the sons of Merari;
1Ch_15:6 Of the sons of Merari; Asaiah the chief, and his brethren two hundred and twenty:
1Ch_15:17 So the Levites appointed Heman the son of Joel; and of his brethren, Asaph the son of
Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari their brethren, Ethan the son of Kushaiah;
1Ch_23:6 And David divided them into courses among the sons of Levi, namely, Gershon, Kohath,
and Merari.
1Ch_23:21 The sons of Merari; Mahli, and Mushi. The sons of Mahli; Eleazar, and Kish.
1Ch_24:26 The sons of Merari were Mahli and Mushi: the sons of Jaaziah; Beno.
1Ch_24:27 The sons of Merari by Jaaziah; Beno, and Shoham, and Zaccur, and Ibri.
1Ch_26:10 Also Hosah, of the children of Merari, had sons; Simri the chief, (for though he was not the
firstborn, yet his father made him the chief;)
1Ch_26:19 These are the divisions of the porters among the sons of Kore, and among the sons of
Merari.
2Ch_29:12 Then the Levites arose, Mahath the son of Amasai, and Joel the son of Azariah, of the sons
of the Kohathites: and of the sons of Merari, Kish the son of Abdi, and Azariah the son of Jehalelel: and
of the Gershonites; Joah the son of Zimmah, and Eden the son of Joah:
2Ch_34:12 And the men did the work faithfully: and the overseers of them were Jahath and Obadiah,
the Levites, of the sons of Merari; and Zechariah and Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites, to set
it forward; and other of the Levites, all that could skill of instruments of musick.
Ezr_8:19 And Hashabiah, and with him Jeshaiah of the sons of Merari, his brethren and their sons,
twenty;
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Codex of Names: The line that I have been researching is the Merari – Merrick M620 soundex
or Codex which has a Jewish codex code M 695000 or 694500
We have found that there is a relationship in the DNA patterns for the COHEN line and the
MERARI line in the surnames matched with deep European roots, and have researched the
Manuscripts to match those documents that report a Levitical line, from Merari, predating the
70 AD dispersion.
Merrick lines are from Mostyn MS. 117 which dates from the late thirteenth century. The
earliest being Peniarth MS.45 of the second half of the thirteenth century. It overlaps with both
the Harleian MS. 3859 and the Jesus College MS.20 (998-1400) Now during the period of the
Safrahime, 400BC to 70AD. Additional surname references at the end of this paper.
The DNA suggest that a relationship along with the records, has an R1b1a2 connection in
exact match DNA markers to the eastern European and some Western European lines that
report being Cohen, or having a Jewish family member in their line.
Therefore I have proposed a relationship in the Cousins lines, identifying the sons who were
not Cohen, but had broken off from the line that went back to Israel after Babylon, or had
been forcefully moved in 722 BCE with the Assyrian Invasion, not returned after 516 BCE
from Babylon, Being from the 70 CE Roman dispersion, or having just left from the time
period. The Manuscripts claim a recording from the genealogy from about 262 BCE so we
can possibly agree that the exact match of a cousin in the tribal subdivisions, as in Merari
taking Ruben within the city distributions. And each synagogue of that era having a Rabbi to
perform service, would have some dispersion throughout the land and where ever Jews may
have moved during that time frame for whatever reason.
So we might find in the DNA that a set of code in the markers from the period of the time may
appear different, since the actual lines are not traceable except through these manuscripts
and by these markers thought to be gentile in many cases, yet due to the 1492 CE events
and other events of the Catholic persecutions, may have long lost some of their Jewish or
more correctly Hebrew identity.
So when we see such strong relationships and such a calling to things hebrew, where there
should not be in light of the predominate view of antisemitic tendencies in the world as a
whole, the phonetic matching along with the records suggest a revisiting of the data and a
close look at the DNA matches that are the same with all of thee phonetic names that appear
to have come from these Bible verses above from Torah and Tanakh. Thus we have identified
Rubenstine with Ruben, Mahalic with Malie, and Merari with Merrick, Merc, Murice, Rice, and
so on to match with the R1b1a2 group and correlate this group with the Cohen and other lines
that may not match the modal given by Family Tree DNA, but still none the less have a
Hebrew tradition and by ancient records, a family relationship as a cousin. This was a Y-DNA
matching in several groups along with the CYMRU Wales group.
In the United States as well as Europe, We have Merrick and Meyrick M620 codex claiming to
be Gentile Christian and others up the tree 5 generations and back down cousins who long

left even knowing one another. Cousins by DNA but have no direct contact with each other.
This is the case with my own record and family. One line claims to be Jewish from long since
gone by and another claims that they were always Catholic or Protestant. My famous cousin
George Merrick founded the Jewish community in Miami Florida for example and my name
sake down a different branch of the tree which has the same name as I has long history in the
Jewish community and in the film industry. His name is the exact same as mine, Daniel W
Merrick and his father David Merrick were both film producers. All these lines came from
Daniel Merrick from Wales and Barbados to North America. Where as my family line came
from the protestant line who made claim for years that they were WASP and had always been
so.
So when my DNA showed a Spanish DNA marker in the Y DNA for father, then we see a
migration that may have spawned another line from which my Merrick line came to Wales,
having been Jews until forced to convert. Thus I see the Mernendez and other lines that
picked up similar types of phonetic matches.
I think the most significant thing is not the mismatches in the code of DNA, but the EXACT
matches that appear in ALL the J1, J2, and R1b1a2 DNA within the codex of names in the
samples. In over 90% of the relationships by names and roots such as Rice from Morice
coming form Marari, we find EXACT matches that I believe proves the Levitical line, maybe
not the Kohen from Aaron, but the Kohen from Merari and his sons.
DYS 393, 390, and 19 showed a marker within 1 or 2 of the modal Cohen and matched in
80% of the samples with DYS 19 as a value of 14. Other value patterns showed exact
matches in every case, even with the Modal Cohen type being: (some + or - 1)
DYS458 DYS459 DYS455 DYS454
17

9-9

11

11

And in these cases matched exactly 100% of the time in the samples:
(same pattern at 100% in the Beni Yahya Group with DYS19 = 14)
DYS590 DYS641
8

10

DYS472
8

DYS425* DYS436 DYS490 DYS450
12

12

12

8

This suggest a strong relationship in my opinion that these are in fact R1b1a2 Hebrew Tribal
markers. This pattern was also observed in the J-M304, R-P312, J-M12, J2b and J1c3 being
the same as M269 where the Hebrew codex were consistent. Where the pattern was not
present in the J groups, another pattern emerged such as DYS 450 = 9 in J2a3h. So a pattern
present when the names are present as with Rabbi Levittsen, Meer, or Levi in J groups. It
seems that another pattern emerges within haplotypes with the first 3 markers DYS 393, 390,
19 in close relationship with the Cohen Modal 12, 23, 14 such as 13-24-14 and 12-25-15 also
in groups of J and R with Jewish surnames and claims including a great number of Rabbis. In
the Ukrainian groups, these patterns were seen where Rabbis who were Kohen did not match
the Modal Cohen as published by Family Tree DNA where these 7 or 8 markers did match.
Where the Modal did match with family Tree DNA in the first 3, depending on the type J, a
similar pattern emerged or matched this pattern which was consistent in matching groups.
•

some small samples show a 0 value at DYS425 only 3 cases.

Data groups references:
Projects
• 4Sephardim
• Bnei Yahya
• CumberlandGap-mtDNA
• CumberlandGap-YDNA
• Iberian Ashkenaz
• IberianAshkenazmtDNA
• Jewish Heritage Proj
• Jewish_Ukraine-West
• Mallorcan_Jews_PR
• Merrick
• Middle East
• Jewish_R1b
• Wales_Cymru_DNA
In the samples the DYS389ii DYS458 from the modal Cohen exchanged values to the next
marker in most cases with the R1b1a2 sample. So the DYS389ii with Cohen matched 17
and the DYS458 in the R1b1a2 matched 17. So it appears that the exact FTDNA Cohen
Modal is not consistent with the markers in large amounts of DNA data in other Jewish groups
with equal claims and some with longer historical records of the family being Hebrew and
being Kohen or Levi's sons with matching surnames in phonetic codex.
The present data with the manuscripts suggest that these lines moved with the Cohen lines in
close relationship to the British Isles and may have had scouts from these lines in advance
from the dispersions in 722 BCE and 516 BCE with the recorded COEL and MAR lines from
the 262 BCE citations. I suggest Cousins of Levi's sons, along with remnants of Ruben and
other tribes who inner married and took strange wives, leaving them to be separated at an
earlier migration in some cases also.
I found other common relationships in that many tend to be singers, cantors, leaders,
ministers, rabbis, and so forth. From my line and cousins, as well as the relationships within
the sample, we find RR Roland D Merrick, Rev Fred Merrick, Rabbi Cohen several times over
in the R1b1a2 lines with some differing spellings as expected. Also many authors, music
writers, and singers. Three PhD's in the group known with several who have lawyers and
businessmen, or hold military leadership and public office far above the average statistical
value. Over 70% in this random sample had one or more of these traits, and several who
claimed being from Christian families, said that they had a deep inner feeling of affection for
things Jewish or Hebrew and had been drawn to visit Israel with over 50% of the Christians
reporting a visit to Israel as the Holy Land.
Proposed Levitical Tribal Markers with match of 7 of 8 and a value in DYS 390, 393 + or- 1:
DYS 19 DYS590 DYS641
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DYS425* DYS436 DYS490 DYS450
12

12

12

8

It may be that these markers are in fact Tribal markers for Israel Hebrew that shows a distant relationship.

See projects such as Mallorcan_Jews_PR – Y-DNA, Sample Data Follows:

Conclusions:
The R1b1a2 and the R1b1a2a1a1b4 are a Levitical Modal type with Sephardic and
Ashkenazim signatures in about 6% to 10% of the cases. Within the expected surname
groups, there are matches in markers and in phonetic roots and advanced matching with the
Jewish groups with Y-DNA markers yields a match within the groups except the exclusive J
groups. Matches showed up in about 10% of the sample overall with a unique marker
grouping in the Y DNA 67 tested samples matching the same DYS 100% in the 8 markers.
This was significant in that all the markers were universally matched in the J and R1b1a2
M269 groups that had a Hebrew Claim in the line of codex with M620 or a close variant
thereof. The relationship in other Welsh names did not appear to be the same.
Finally it appears that there is a cousins relationship to the Cohen lines and the Levi lines
where the Meari biblical surname is matched with the historical documentations to the line of
Merrick from Wales, and before that Europe.
Surname haplogroup list:
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